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(EOE  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

SUBJECT:  "ITEWS  ITEMS."    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils, 
Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  and  the  Bureau  of  Ati^ri cultural  Economics,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture, 
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Odds  and  ends  of  news  is  what  I  have  for  you  today  — ■  items  collected 
as  of  special  interest  just  now  to  my  listeners. 

First,  news  ahout  fires  in  school  huildings.     Do  you  know  that  one  out 
of  every  75  school  buildings  in  the  United  States  had  a  fire  during  the  past 
year?    Those  are  the  figures  given  "by  Dr.  David  J,  Price  of  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry  and  Soils.    Dr,  Price  says:   "The  explosion  in  the  l\TeY\r  London,  Texas, 
schoolhouse  last  March  in  which  293  lives  were  lost,  together  with  the  more 
than  3  thousand  fires  in  school  buildings  all  over  the  country  in  1937.  proves 
the  need  for  fire-protective  measures  in  schools,  —  rural  schools  especially 
since  h  out  of  5  school  "buildings  in  the  United  States  are  rural  schools. 

Dr.  Price  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  work  on  dust 
explosion  and  fire  prevention  and  is  chairman  of  the  Kational  Fire  Protection 
Association  Committees  on  Dust  Explosion  Hazards  and  Farm  Fire  Protection  was 
asked  to  direct  the  investigation  of  the  New  London  school  explosion.  Since 
that  disaster,   the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils  has  made  a  special  study  of 
more  th_an  1200  school  fires,  particularly^  those  in  rural  schools.     This  study 
showed  that  the  annual  fire  loss  on  school  and  college  property  in  this  country 
is  more  than  5  million  dollars  and  that  approximately  8OO  people  have  "been 
killed  and  several  hundred  injured  in  those  schoolhouse  disasters. 

By  the  way,  if  you  are  interested  in  protecting  your  home  —  or  your 
children's  school  —  against  fire,  you  may  v^fant  a  copy  of  the  leaflet  called 
"Fires  on  Farms."    It  gives  simple  ways  to  rid  your  house  —  or       ,  other 
"building,  of  fire  hazards.     This  is  Leaflet  No.  hk,   "Fires  on  Farms."    You  can 
have  a  copy  "by  writing  for  it  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington, 
D.  C. 

So  much  for  fires,     Nov.'  here's  another  bit  of  news  from  Department  of 
Agriculture  chemists.    It's  about  the  nev^  oil  treatment  for  keeping  storage 
eggs  "fresh"  ?/hich  has  recently  been  tried  out  on  a  commercial  scale  and  found 
to  be  much  superior  to  other  commercial  methods  of  shell  treatment. 
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3ggs  treated  in  this  nev/  way  are  first  placed  in  a  vacuum  cViam'her  which 
draws  the  air  out  of  them.     Then  still  in  the  vacuum  chamoer,  they  are  dipped 
in  a  tasteless,  oc&orless  mineral  oil.    After  this,  carhon  dioxide  is  let  into 
the  chamber  to  release  the  vacuum  and  the  eggs  automatically  pull  some  of  the 
carbon-dioxide-saturated  oil  into  the  pores  of  their  shells.     The  eggs  are 
then  ready  for  storage.     The  oil  in  the  pores  of  the  shells  prevents  moisture 
and  gas  from  escaping  fro'.i  the  eggs.     So  v/hilc  in  cold  storage  the  eggs  do 
not  shrink  and  the  oil  slows  up)  "aging."     The  treated  eggs  keep  most  of  their 
original  quality  in  storage  while  untreated  eggs  become  "watery," 

The  chemists  tested  this  new  treatment  on  a  C£:,rload  of  eggs  stored  6 
months  in  New  York  City  after  they  ha.d  been  shipped  from  the  Mid-West. 
Sixty-five  percent  of  the  eggs  oiled  by  the  vacuum-carbon  dioxide  method  went 
into  storage  as  U.S.  Extras  and        percent  came  out  at  the  end  of  6  months 
with  still  the  same  grade.     But  of  the  eggs  oiled  by  the  ordinary  dip  method, 
73  percent  went  into  storage  as  U.S.  Extras  and  only  39  percent  came  out 
with  the  same  grade.    As  for  the  eggs  that  were  not  treated  at  all,  only  10 
out  of  77  came  out  v^ith  the  sam.e  gra^de  the;.''  had  on  going  into  stora^ge. 

Here's  ai new  name  for  the  milk  goat.     Department  of  Agriculture  scientists 
are  calling  it  "a  handy  pocket  edition  of  the  cow,"    They  say  milk  goats  will 
thrive  where  it  is  not  practical  to  keep  a  cow.     So  they  are  working  to  i.;prove 
our  native  goats  by  using  sires  of  two  milk  breeds  from  Sv;it zerland. 

Many  native  goats  give  m.ilk  only  about  U  months  and  are  not  heavy 
producers  even  when  in  milk.     But  the  best  of  the  does  in  the  milk  breeds  '"ill 
produce  for  about  9  months.     One  Saanen  doe  made  a  record  of  nearly  7  q__uarts 
of  milk  a  day  through  the  9  m^'^nths.    A  good  milker  will  give  Enough  for  a 
small  family  and  may  be  kept  on  one-sixth  to  one-eighth  the  quantity  of  feed 
required  for  one  cow. 

So  the  scientists  believe  tha,t  milk  goats  may  become  increasingly  importp' 
ant  as  a  practical  part  of  the  live-at-home  program.     On  the  average  it  costs 
less  to  buy  a  goat  than  a  cow  anl  Ic;:-:;  to  keep  one*     The  milk  makes  a  desirable 
additon  to  the  family  diet„     Goat  mi."k  ha  q  about  the  same  range  in  butt  erf  at 
content  as  cow  milk  and  varies  in  li!'-e  maimer  with  the  breeds  and  betv.'een 
individuals.     But  the  fat  in  goat  milk,   is  more  finely  divided  so  the  cream 
does  not  rise,  as  in  milk,  but  it  can  be  separated  mccha.nically . 

Speaking  of  new  ani:.:al  research,  Department  biologists  may  have 
considerable  to  do  with  that  new  mink  coat  you  may  be  buying  one  of  these  days. 
At  least,  they  have-alreaiy  started  research  on  m:in]rs  to  help  fur  farmers 
get  better  breeding  results. 

Here's  my  last  news  item — a  new  volume  for  your  home  libra^ry  or  for 
club  use,   just  out.     This  is  the  new  bulletin  on  "Hospitals  for  Rural 
Communities,"    Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1792.    A  copy  is  yours  if  your  write 
to  the  U.S.  Departm.ent  of  Agriculture  at  Wcashington,  D.C.  before  the  supply 
runs  out. 


